
Mary Lou McDaniel
February 11, 1935 - December 23, 2025

Mary Lou McDaniel, a hardworking, fun-loving, and devoted nurse who
cherished her family dearly, passed away on Tuesday, December 23, 2025, at
Wellbrooke of Carmel following an illness. 

 Mary Lou was born on February 11, 1935, in Knox, Indiana, to the late
Edmond and Audrey (Hardesty) Stephenson. She lived in the Knox area most
of her life, where she became a pillar of the community and a friend to many.
On October 6, 1956, in Valparaiso, she married the love of her life, Harold
McDaniel. They shared many wonderful years together until his passing in
1996. 

 A faithful member of Our Redeemer Lutheran Church in Knox, Mary Lou lived
her life guided by compassion, service, and faith. She dedicated 42 years of
faithful service as a nurse at Starke Memorial Hospital, where her strong work
ethic, caring heart, and cheerful spirit touched countless lives. Nursing was
more than a profession to Mary Lou—it was a calling, and she carried it out
with grace and dedication. 

 Known for her fun-loving personality, Mary Lou enjoyed spending time with
friends and family, playing card games, traveling, and creating handmade
greeting cards that brought joy to others. Above all else, she cherished her
family, especially her children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren, who
were the pride and joy of her life. 

 She is survived by her loving children, Dan (Lisa) McDaniel and Jackie
McDaniel; her grandchildren, Matthew (Danielle) McDaniel and Nicholas



(Melusine) McDaniel; and her treasured great-grandchildren, Emerson
McDaniel and Quinn McDaniel. 

 Mary Lou was preceded in death by her parents; her beloved husband, Harold
McDaniel; and her brothers, Monte Stephenson and Duane Stephenson. 

 Visitation will be held from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. CST on Monday, January
5, 2026, at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church in Knox. Funeral services will
follow at 1:00 p.m. CST, with burial in Round Lake Cemetery. 

 In lieu of flowers, the family requests memorial donations be made in Mary
Lou’s memory to Our Redeemer Lutheran Church. 

 Mary Lou McDaniel will be remembered for her kind heart, joyful spirit,
unwavering dedication, and the deep love she shared with her family and
community.



Cemetery Details

Round Lake Cemetery

Knox, IN

Previous Events

Visitation

JAN 5. 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM (CT)

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
1600 S Heaton St
Knox, IN 46534
(574) 772-4186

Funeral Service

JAN 5. 1:00 PM (CT)

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
1600 S Heaton St
Knox, IN 46534
(574) 772-4186

Burial

JAN 5.

Round Lake Cemetery
Knox, IN
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Love Dean and Karen - January 03 at 03:27 PM

Love Dean and Karen purchased the Beautiful in
Blue for the family of Mary Lou McDaniel.

Love Dean and Karen - January 03 at 03:27 PM

Love Dean and Karen planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Mary Lou
McDaniel.

Deneen, Hood, Davis Parks and Bartalone - January 01 at 02:55 PM

Deneen, Hood, Davis Parks and Bartalone planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Mary Lou McDaniel.

January 01 at 02:55 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Mary Lou McDaniel.

https://www.rannellsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.rannellsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.rannellsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.rannellsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.rannellsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Barb Abel - December 29, 2025 at 12:07 PM

Mary Lou was an outstanding nurse for many years and outstanding
friend my sympathy to all her family

Barb Abel - December 26, 2025 at 10:30 AM

She served her community in her nursing occupation and was
fantastic deepest sympathy to all the family


