
Joan M. Bigora
July 26, 1935 - October 24, 2018

PLYMOUTH-Joan Marie Bigora, 83, formerly of Knox, passed away
Wednesday, October 24, 2018 at St. Joseph Regional Medical, Mishawaka,
IN. 

 

Joan was born July 26, 1935 in Rochester, IN to Clifford and Dorothy (Guise)
Runkle and lived in the area most of her life. Joan was a retired school
teacher. She started her teaching career at St. Thomas Aquinas Schools in
Knox, then Knox Community Schools. She received her Master’s Degree in
Education from Purdue University. She was a former member of St. Thomas
Aquinas Church. She enjoyed sewing, crocheting and her family. Joan took
great pride in teaching children how to read. 

 

On August 27, 1954 in Hamlet, IN, she was married to Richard Bigora who
preceded her in death in 1998. She was also preceded in death by her
parents; one sister, Carol Stachulak; and two brothers, William Runkle and
Jim Runkle. 

 

Survivors include one daughter, Margaret (Frank) Adamiec of Knox; one son,
Joseph (Sian) Bigora of Chester, MD; five grandchildren, Samantha, Rachel
and John Bigora, Andrew (Jade) Adamiec and Kristine (Cody) Binkley; four
great-grandchildren, Kinley, Kole and Kennedy Adamiec and Blair Binkley;
and one brother, Roy Runkle of Knox. 



A memorial service will be held Friday, October 26, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. CDT at
Rannells Funeral Home, Hamlet Chapel. Visitation with the family will be
Friday at the funeral home from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. In lieu of flowers,
memorial contributions may be given to the charity of the donor’s choice.



Previous Events

Visitation

OCT 26. 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM (CT)

Rannells Funeral Home - Hamlet Chapel
102 W. Davis Street
Hamlet, IN 46532
(574) 867-3321
rannellsfh@mchsi.com
https://www.rannellsfuneralhome.com

Memorial Service

OCT 26. 6:00 PM (CT)

Rannells Funeral Home - Hamlet Chapel
102 W. Davis Street
Hamlet, IN 46532
(574) 867-3321
rannellsfh@mchsi.com
https://www.rannellsfuneralhome.com

mailto:rannellsfh@mchsi.com
https://www.rannellsfuneralhome.com/
mailto:rannellsfh@mchsi.com
https://www.rannellsfuneralhome.com/


Tribute Wall

CC

DY

JS

carolyn crandall - November 08, 2018 at 11:10 AM

Just heard of Joan's passing and send my deepest sympathy to the
family. Joan was a great friend and we shared so many good
teaching memories over the years in Knox. 
Carolyn Crandall

deanna young - October 29, 2018 at 07:53 PM

2 files added to the album Memories Album

Jeanne Spaw - October 28, 2018 at 06:58 AM

Joan and I shared a first grade teaching position for two years. Best
time I ever had teaching. She was a wonderful teacher, friend, and
loved her family very much. I have many fond memories of time
spent with her.
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kristine - October 26, 2018 at 01:49 PM

Grandma loved all her great grandbabies.

deanna young - October 26, 2018 at 09:29 AM

1 file added to the album Memories Album

October 25, 2018 at 02:41 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Joan M. Bigora.

https://www.rannellsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.rannellsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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With sympathy, Victoria Barreira and Family - October 25,
2018 at 01:22 PM

With sympathy, Victoria Barreira and Family
purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for
the family of Joan M. Bigora.

October 25, 2018 at 09:46 AM

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Joan M. Bigora.

Wendy Guy - October 25, 2018 at 08:48 AM

Thoughts and prayers are with you all during
this difficult time. Know she is at peace and
that one day you’ll be reunited.

https://www.rannellsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.rannellsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.rannellsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.rannellsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Betty Dotlich - October 24, 2018 at 07:47 PM

4 files added to the album Memories Album


