
Hobart Martin
August 19, 1923 - September 5, 2021

HAMLET – Hobart ”Hobie” Martin passed away at his home in Hamlet, IN on
Sunday, September 5, 2021. He was born on August 19, 1923 to James and
Laura (Bechdol) Martin, who resided in Cass County, Indiana during their
lifetimes. Upon graduation from Young America High School in 1941, Hobie
enrolled at Ball State University in Muncie, IN. However, after only one year of
college, in February of 1943 he was drafted into the United Sates Army where
he served in the US 86th Infantry Division in both the European and Pacific
Theater Operations. The 342nd regiment went into action in March of 1944 in
Belgium, crossed the Rhine into Cologne, and finished the war in Austria.
Upon his discharge as a Staff Sergeant in 1946, he returned to Ball State and
completed his Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in business education. In
1947 he married Delores Addison, who preceded him in death on November
11, 2009. 

 After teaching for five years in two small, rural high schools, Mr. Martin
founded his own fertilizer business under the name of Farm Fertilizers, Inc. in
Hamlet, IN. Eventually the company opened branch locations in Stillwell,
Bourbon, and Westville for the sale of various fertilizer and chemical products.
Additionally, he was a partner in a lawn and garden company known as DH&R
in LaPorte, IN. The company in Hamlet was one of the first five companies in
Indiana to manufacture and blend liquid fertilizer. In 1963 he was appointed a
member of the first Board of Directors of the Indiana Plant Food & Chemical
Association, where he served as president in 1973. Also, Hobie was on the



Board of Directors for the National Fertilizer Solutions Association from 1974
through 1976. In his own community he served for six years on the first
elected school board for the Oregon-Davis School Corporation. In 1991
Governor Evan Bayh awarded Mr. Martin the state’s highest civilian service
award, Sagamore of the Wabash. 

 As a lifetime member of both the American Legion (Post #356) in Hamlet and
VFW (Post #10097) in Ft. Myers, Florida he served as a Post Commander in
Hamlet in 1959. He was a member of the Knox Masonic Lodge (#639) and a
life member of the Murat Temple for the Shriners in Indianapolis, IN. He and
his wife once held memberships at the Plymouth County Club in Plymouth, IN
as well as a membership at the Cypress Lake Country Club in Ft. Myers, FL.
During his lifetime Hobie enjoyed playing golf and traveling with family and
friends. 

 He is survived by his three children Laura Walters of Fayetteville, NC, Brent
(Eileen) Martin of Plymouth, IN, and Brian (Brenda) Martin of Statesville, NC.
He has one grandson Kevin (Stephanie) Walters of Fishers, IN and two
granddaughters Kirsten Martin of South Bend and Erika Martin (Scott) of
Manhattan, KS. He is also survived by his great grandson Kenneth Martin and
four great granddaughters Anabelle, Vera, and Scarlett Walters and Cecilia
Wilburn. He was preceded in death by his parents, loving wife, one brother
Richard Martin in February 2007 and one sister Betty McKaig in March 2019. 

 Two memorable events in his life were flying from Tokyo to Hiroshima in
December, 1945 with Secretary of War Patterson. The pilot was Hobie’s good
friend John Shoemaker, who was one of General Douglas MacArthur’s
Headquarters airmen in Tokyo. In August of 2010 Hobie was selected as one
of two veterans from Starke County to be enshrined at the World War II
Museum. 

 While president of Farm Fertilizers, Inc. Hobie Martin, along with eleven other
Hoosiers and 800 United States delegates were invited to participate in a
United States-Chinese joint session on industry, trade, and economic
development in Beijing, China during June 15th through the 25th in 1988. This



meeting was the first of its kind between the United States and China. 
 During his coaching career, which was before class basketball was instituted,

Coach Martin’s 1950 Stillwell team defeated LaPorte High School in the
sectional by a score of 52-51 after trailing by thirteen points with six and a half
minutes left in the game. The game immortalized in the book “Season of
Upsets”. Enrollment at Stillwell High School for grades 9-12 was fifty-six
students. He was an avid White Sox baseball fan as far back as the 1950’s
when the Go-Go Sox were well-known for their second baseman Nellie Fox,
pitcher Billy Pierce, and Manager Paul Richards. 

 A member of the Greatest Generation, Hobie Martin will be missed by all.
Visiting hours will be from 5:00 to 7:00 CDT Monday, September 13, 2021 and
10:00 to 11:00 CDT Tuesday, September 14 at the Rannells Funeral Home,
Hamlet Chapel. Funeral services will be at 11:00 AM CDT Tuesday,
September 14 also at the funeral home. A private burial will be held at
Fletcher Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts may be made to the
Northern Indiana Community Foundation (NICF) Oregon-Davis Elementary
Academic Enhancement Fund (SFFE).



Previous Events

Visitation

SEP 13. 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

Rannells Funeral Home - Hamlet Chapel
102 W. Davis Street
Hamlet, IN 46532
(574) 867-3321
rannellsfh@mchsi.com
https://www.rannellsfuneralhome.com

Visitation

SEP 14. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

Rannells Funeral Home - Hamlet Chapel
102 W. Davis Street
Hamlet, IN 46532
(574) 867-3321
rannellsfh@mchsi.com
https://www.rannellsfuneralhome.com

Burial

SEP 14. 11:00 AM (CT)

Fletcher Cemetery
700 E
Hamlet, IN 46532

mailto:rannellsfh@mchsi.com
https://www.rannellsfuneralhome.com/
mailto:rannellsfh@mchsi.com
https://www.rannellsfuneralhome.com/


Funeral Service

SEP 14. 11:00 PM (CT)

Rannells Funeral Home - Hamlet Chapel
102 W. Davis Street
Hamlet, IN 46532
(574) 867-3321
rannellsfh@mchsi.com
https://www.rannellsfuneralhome.com

mailto:rannellsfh@mchsi.com
https://www.rannellsfuneralhome.com/


Tribute Wall



RG

September 12, 2021 at 04:07 PM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of
Hobart Martin.

Shelley Heiden - September 10, 2021 at 09:47 AM

What an incredible, father, grandfather, great grandfather, husband,
employer, leader, soldier and American! He will be missed in so
many ways. And may Brent and the family know and feel the
support that surrounds them today, Tuesday and everyday,
especially from above! God Bless 

 Shelley Heiden

Ren and Beverly Van Gilder - September 09, 2021 at 06:07 PM

Brent and Eileen, 
 We are so very sorry, for the loss, of your previous father. 

 Love, 
 Ren and Beverly Van Gilder

KT

Kathy Titus - September 11, 2021 at 04:41 PM

Brent and Eileen, my heart breaks for you in the loss of your dad. I will
be praying for you - especially during the next several days and weeks.
 
Lovingly, 

 Kathy Worman Titus

https://www.rannellsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.rannellsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser



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September 09, 2021 at 05:21 PM

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the
family of Hobart Martin.

Lyn Ward - September 09, 2021 at 11:31 AM

Visited with Hobie often during his time at Miller's. He spoke little
about himself but what stories he could have shared after reading
his obituary! Prayers to Brent and his family for healing.

Pat Jensen - September 09, 2021 at 09:04 AM

He was my teacher in high school and Rich's basketball coach and
a friend all our lives. Served together on the Fletcher Cemetery
Board and he was instrumental in getting the new memorial
monument there. We will all miss him. Sympathy to the family.

Holly Frahm - September 08, 2021 at 01:22 PM

Lori, Brent, and Brian, 
 I am so sorry to hear of your loss. My memories included a warm

and quiet man with a contagious laugh. Its probably a strange thing
but I remember enjoying the smell of his pipe when I was a kid. This
kid was also grateful to be allowed to spend a week every summer
at the Martin pool! He will be deeply missed by everyone that had a
chance to know him. 

  
Sincerest condolences, 

 Holly Ann Frahm

https://www.rannellsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.rannellsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


DB

Dennis Beville - September 08, 2021 at 02:15 PM

Brent and the Martin family, we were saddened to hear about the
passing of Hobie…a true gentleman always with a smile on his face
and kind words spoken. Accept our deepest sympathies and prayers.
Cherish the memories. 

 The Beville Family


